Professional regulation. Part 6: transition of regulatory bodies.
The last article ended with mention of two distinct issues: the connections between the past (in terms of professional regulation in nursing) and the futuristic concept of regulation by external control (the Council for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence [CHRE])--in the context of the Bristol Inquiry's findings and recommendations that nurses should not be responsible for their professional self-regulation. This article illustrates, by way of documentary review, the comparisons between the previous and the current nursing regulatory bodies in terms of the attitude towards professional regulatory control. The next article will concentrate on the recent review into the conduct of the Nursing and Midwifery Council, conducted by CHRE, in the context of professional regulation.